Forests, Climate
Climate Change and Adaptation

Linda Joyce
USDA FS
Rocky Mountain Research Station

Credits to many other scientists working in the
area of adaptation and climate change whose
research will be cited




Major Points i Forests and Woodlands

A Scientific evidenceisclearit he Earthos cl
warming.

A Multiple independent measurements confirm
widespread warming in the western US.

A Plants and animals are being affected.

A Future climate changes will continue to affect
Insects, fire, as well as plants and animals.

AClimate changed in the past
that we depend on, evolved with recent climates.

A Management options exist to adapt.

A The challenge---to prioritize short-term resource
concerns with longer-term resource concerns.

A Additional resources



Weather versus Climate

A Weather i the specific conditions of the
atmosphere at a particular place and time,
measured in terms of variables that include
temperature, precipitation, cloudiness,
humidity, air pressure, and wind.

A Climate - the long-term average of
conditions in the atmosphere, ocean, and ice
sheets and sea ice described by statistics,
such as means and extremes.

Climate Literacy 2009, climatescience.gov



Weather vs. Climate
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The Present Climate
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