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Major Points ïForests and Woodlands

ÅScientific evidence is clear ïthe Earthôs climate is 
warming.

ÅMultiple independent measurements confirm 
widespread warming in the western US.

ÅPlants and animals are being affected.

ÅFuture climate changes will continue to affect 
insects, fire, as well as plants and animals.

ÅClimate changed in the past, éé.. forest resources, 
that we depend on, evolved with recent climates. 

ÅManagement options exist to adapt.

ÅThe challenge---to prioritize short-term resource 
concerns with longer-term resource concerns. 

ÅAdditional resources



Weather versus Climate

ÅWeather ïthe specific conditions of the 

atmosphere at a particular place and time, 

measured in terms of variables that include 

temperature, precipitation, cloudiness, 

humidity, air pressure, and wind.

ÅClimate - the long-term average of 

conditions in the atmosphere, ocean, and ice 

sheets and sea ice described by statistics, 

such as means and extremes.

Climate Literacy 2009, climatescience.gov



Weather vs. Climate

ñChoosing shorts or long underwear on a particular day 

is about weather; the ratio of shorts to long underwear 

in the drawer is about climate.ò
Charles Wohlforth. The Whale and the Supercomputer 

Denver, COFraser, CO



The Present Climate
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Global mean temperatures are rising
Warmest 12 years:

1998,2005,2003,2002,2004,2006, 
2001,1997,1995,1999, 1990 ,2000

IPCC WG1 2007
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